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Debbie’s bit 
 

 

 

This term has started with a great flurry of enthusiasm and a number of new faces. It is always 
lovely to feel so popular. We now have the first floor almost to ourselves, as the upholstery class 
is no longer running, so we can spread out of our corner to accommodate our growing numbers. 
Fiona, our new P.A.C.C. chairperson, is keen to run more textile classes so if any one of us has 
a skill they wish to teach, then let Fiona or myself know. I see from the Poldrate newsletter that 
she has already found someone called Joan to run a 'Knit and Natter' group on a Tuesday 
evening on our floor. Sorry Sheila. I didn't get your name to her in time. Meanwhile we continue 
to spin, knit, weave, dye, felt or whatever takes our fancy really. 

We were considering what we might arrange for a Saturday workshop or an alternative spinning 
Tuesday next term. We still have lots of indigo dye left, so another dyeing day is an option. Wet 
felting was another suggestion. Any ideas or preferences? 

December has a few interesting dates for your diary. Do take note of our Christmas lunch - yum, 
yum - 12 o'clock at the Tyneside Tavern on 15th December. But before that, please join in our 
stall at the Haddington Christmas Fair, 12 - 4.30 on Sunday 6th December at the Corn 
Exchange. It's a wonderful opportunity to spin on stage, buy your Christmas presents and sell 
some of your masterpieces to help foot the bill! If you are looking for another public spinning 
opportunity; i.e. an excuse to do some spinning rather than something mundane or beastly; then 
the Arts Hub in Dunbar High St are looking for our input at their textile day on Sunday 13th 
December from 1.00 - 4.00 pm. 

I must say a big thank you to Alexandra for taking over the newsletter in such an inspirational 
fashion and to Isabella for allowing herself to be volunteered for standing in as group leader so 
splendidly while I was away in Mid-Wales and New Zealand earlier this term  (more of N.Z. 
later). I am very grateful to them both. It is a relief to feel dispensible! 

Last but not least. Don't forget to put our spinning day next year in your diaries. It's always the 
first Saturday in March (whatever that date is) and we'll be spinning, having a market corner and 
the glory of Scottish Fibres visiting us. Be There! 

A very merry Christmas and a wonderful new year to you all. 

Debbie 

What better time to send out a newsletter than just before Christmas? 

Christmas greetings to everyone! 
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Members’ Contributions 
 

A trip to Dumfries and Galloway  By Sheila M. 

I attended the Dumfries & Galloway Weavers Spinners and Dyers Gathering and Suppliers Day on 
Saturday 14th November.  Despite very heavy rains on the way South, the River Nith had not yet 
burst its banks.  It was a friendly gathering, with lots of home baking throughout the day.  Good range 
of suppliers with their goodies tempting everyone as usual.  Both Twistfibre and Scottish Fibres were 
present, along with a number of Scottish and English suppliers and a Wool Marketing Board 
representative, who had a useful pricelist and was available for 'professional' advice (useful when I 
found fleece from a sheep I had never heard of!). 

Dumfries is far to travel to, but on a good day, the route can be really scenic and it can be combined 
with other visits en route plus, of course, all the sights around Dumfries, which has an excellent 
selection of shops. 

They are changing their venue next year from the Robert Burns Centre where they have been for a 
number of years.  I'm afraid I didn't catch the name of the new venue… 
 
 

Youtube goodies!  From Denise 

Extreme shepherding – if you fancy unusual Christmas Decorations! 

The last knit – I bet a few of us can identify… 

Rachel John, Extreme Knitting – Our next challenge?! 

 

A few announcements  From Marie 

 
Table Loom for sale 

8 heddled table loom £200, may be negotiable. Interested? Contact Jan Hayes, 0131 258 2295. 
  
Preserving old forests 

There are not many original forests that still exist, so here is an easy action to contribute to the 
preserving of fantastic old forests above the Arctic Circle, at the limit of where trees grow. The Boreal 
Forest on the Northern hemisphere is as important for the survival of the planet as the Rain Forest on 
the Southern hemisphere. With a click a day, or more if you can, you can help and it doesn’t cost 
anything. A Click for the Forest is a Swedish foundation that buys and preserves old growth forests 
with high conservation values. More at : http://www.ettklickforskogen.se/index.php?lang=english 
F a c t s !   Only 0.9 % of the forests outside alpine areas have permanent protection from logging 
 Less than 5% of the forests outside alpine areas can be considered "old growth"  

Source: The Swedish EPA 

 
A Christmas present idea: ‘The Traditional Swedish Baking book’, £ 10 

Available from Marie Lindqvist, 01875 852 703, email marie.lindqvist@yahoo.co.uk. The book 
contains baking recipes collected by Marie’s mother Henny during her lifetime, written in Swedish 
and English, photographs of the baking and of the ladies that provided Henny with the recipes. 

            
Hillevi and her strawberry gateau 

http://www.ettklickforskogen.se/index.php?lang=english
mailto:marie.lindqvist@yahoo.co.uk
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Inveresk Lodge Gardens Apple Day By Isabella 

  
Inveresk Lodge Gardens in Inveresk, Musselburgh, held an Apple Day on 4th October as one of a 
series of fundraising events to help save the gardens from closure (it is a National Trust 
property.) The organisers were keen to include demonstrations of country crafts and got in contact 
with me to see if any of the Haddington Spinners were available to give a spinning demonstration. 
Sheila, Mary and I all live close to the Gardens so we were delighted to go along on the day. We 
were given a lovely place to sit and demonstrate in the recently restored old glasshouse, right next 
door to the boxes and boxes of home grown apples of all varieties. The smell of ripe apples was 
wonderful! 

It was a beautiful sunny autumn day and 
the Apple Day attracted a lot of visitors to 
buy apples and home baking, take part in 
apple pressing and tasting 
demonstrations, watch the basket-makers 
working outside on the lawn; our 
spinning attracted a lot of attention as well. 
I brought along a spare wheel and several 
very brave folk did try their hand at 
spinning on both it and a spindle. The chief 
attractions though were Sheila's wonderful 
award-winning knitted sheep!  We were 
there to publicise the Spinners as well, of 
course, and I'm pleased to report that one 
of the visitors who stopped to talk about 
spinning and tell us about her own historic 
wheel subsequently came along and joined us at the Poldrate. (This was Kathy and her amazing 
Hebridian wheel, of course.) 

The Apple Day was a great success and the organisers were delighted that we'd come along to help, 
so I think we'll be asked back again. Sheila, Mary and I agreed that we'd had a very enjoyable day 
and it was nice to be able to support such a worthy local cause. 
  
 

Spinning at The Gathering, Bowhill House, Selkirk By Debbie 

 
Isabella and I volunteered our presence, at Ellen's 
instigation, at this splendid event on a glorious sunny day in 
late September. As part of the Homecoming Scotland 
promotion Bowhill House were hosting a clan gathering of 
the border clans - the Scotts etc.  It was a fabulous venue; 
a flat field rimmed with marquees, around a central arena, 
overlooked by Bowhill House above. Isabella and I set up in 
one of the craft tents and sat back to enjoy the 
proceedings. 

Gratifyingly many folk were intrigued by our presence. 
Isabella taught the enthusiastic how to man a spinning 
wheel and I press-ganged the remainder of the queue into 
having a shot of a home made spindle. We were a great 

success. Ellen and her dad joined us for a spin and a spot of needle felting and a number of people 
went home kindled with enthusiasm - and I ... Well.. I bought a tartan teddy for my mum for 
Christmas and a bottle of whisky for myself! A super day. Thank you Ellen for inviting us. 

p.s. The 'super' porta loos were out of this world! 
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Debbie Down Under  By… yes, Debbie! 

 
Indeed. I went to New Zealand for three weeks this term. The best news about spending more 
than 24hrs in the air is that no-one stopped me knitting my spare pair of socks on the plane. I 
smuggled my wooden sock needles on board and furtively knitted away. Yippee. No one minded 
at all. In fact I knitted 7 pairs of socks over the course of the 3 weeks! 

The trip was ostensibly to visit my daughter Ruth but we all know that, besides being the land of 
wriggly tin, New Zealand is the land of sheep. I certainly did see plenty of sheep, and lots of 
merinos at that, during our campervan trip around North and South Island and, of course, I came 
back with a pocket full of 'picked up wool'. (Don't tell customs. I'm sure it's not really allowed). 

What was obvious was that pure wool products and pure wool yarn was readily obtainable 
everywhere. In addition, merino and possum blends were highly prized (but highly priced too ) - 
the possum being regarded as a pest and persecuted as such. Poor little big-eyed soft fluffy 
beastie. Of course New Zealand is the home of Ashford Spinning wheels so naturally we had to 
take a 5hr detour to south of Christchurch to visit their shop at Ashburton. And what a wonderful 
shop it was, complete with fascinating spinning wheel museum and temptation at every turn. 
Amongst other purchases I brought back some merino fleece and some possum fluff. I am 
planning - eventually - to spin the ultimate in luxury yarns - a blend of merino, alpaca, angora and 
possum I think. Then I'll auction it by the inch on e-bay to pay for my next trip over. Next time I'm 
taking a huge suitcase with me to accommodate any bargain second-hand wheels I encounter 
(only $35 dollars and I had to pass it up). There's so much else to see and so many more socks to 
knit! 

 

Wriggly tin sculpture of a ewe and lamb 
at Wellington airport 

 

Me browsing among the spinning wheels 
at the Ashford shop 

 

Dates for your diary 
 
Sun 6th Dec. Haddington Christmas Craft Fair, 12.00 – 4.30 pm, Corn Exchange 

Sun 13th Dec. Dunbar Arts Hub Textile Day, 1.00 – 4.00 pm, 85 High Street 

Tue 15th Dec. Christmas Lunch at the Tyneside Tavern at 12.00 pm 

Tue 11th Jan. New Year term starts 

Sat 6th March Spinners and Weavers open day, 10.00 am – 4.00 pm, top floor of the Granary 



Winter 2009 

 5 

Show and Tell 
 
‘Tis now story time, and we have three, on the topic of:  

„your latest creation‟ (or something along those lines)! 

 
 

 
 
 A “relaxing” 

  knitting 

 experience... 

   
   
  
  
 
 
 

 Lidl and Kemps‟ 

 wool socks... 

 
 
 

 A long, 

 winding road 

 to the creation 

of the Tabbard... 

  
 
 

  The Knitted Celtic Tabbard 

 
 

The wool was bought on a trip up to the north of Scotland 

with my partner Donald and our old campervan. We 

drove up the east coast and, after leaving Inverness, a lot 

of road signs for Ullapool appeared. We drove up to John 

O'Groats and along the northern coast line and 

eventually down the west coast to Ullapool. By this time, I 

thought Ullapool was a big town, the amount of road 

signs showed me its importance in this part of the world. 

To my big surprise, it has barely two streets BUT a 

fantastic wool shop. Difficult to choose, as always, and I 

ended up with a wee bit of this and a wee bit of that. 

Another day, in Edinburgh, I was in a shop on the Royal 

Mile and ended up buying a book about Celtic patterns, mainly prints to 

be used to make stamps or other prints. With the wool and the Celtic 

pattern, I started my project to knit this tabbard. The pattern for the 

tabbard is in my head, something I used to do long a time ago, so I just 

needed to get started. I didn't convert the printed Celtic pattern onto a 

squared paper, I thought I would manage without and I did, even if it 

would have been much quicker to knit with a pattern, and there would 

have been less to undo... But here it is and I quiet like it. 

Marie 
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 And now for the advertisement bit...  

a little more info about the project on my website at: 

http://www.LikeAJourney.gn.apc.org/Rwanda.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Debbie poses with samples 

 of her latest sock knitting addiction. 

 She has discovered that using self-striping yarn 

 on narrow stripes is a very labour saving ruse 

 for creating a multi-coloured stripe effect. 

 She has now invested in Isabella's advice 

 to the tune of a lifetime's supply of sock yarn 

 purchased from Lidl's and Kemps Wools! 

 Wish her luck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And to finish... 
 

Remember the Stitches on the Bridge Project (Isle of Skye Bridge)? Many more photos at: 
http://www.stitchesonthebridge.co.uk, it’s worthwhile checking! 

        

Who said that knitting was relaxing?? 

There‟s me spinning at great speed (never mind  

for the lumps), knitting „til late at night, until I 

couldn‟t see the needles anymore…  

 

All this to finish my HWB in time for the opening 

of Dunbar Arts Hub. But I‟ve made it! 

 

I hope people will buy my beauties made from 

Joan‟s lovely fleece, so that I can raise a little 

money for our project in Rwanda…  

http://www.likeajourney.gn.apc.org/Rwanda.htm
http://www.stitchesonthebridge.co.uk/

