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THE HADDINGTON SPINNING AND WEAVING NEWSLETTER 
 
 

Debb i e ’ s  b i t   
 
Hello everyone. Welcome to our new look newsletter. All our thanks go to Alexandra for this hi-tech 
full colour masterpiece. Plus there are opportunities for all of you to contribute! 

We have had a very successful summer term with many and varied activities – all hugely enjoyable. 
The events attracted a lot of our new members which was, hopefully, a really exciting introduction to 
the group. 

Look out for signing on day in September, or else turn up to the first session – the last Tuesday in 
September, 10 – 12, 1st floor of the Poldrate Mill – as usual. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone 
again and I am resolved to get heaps of spinning done next term – and get weaving too! 
 
 

R e c e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  o u t i n g s  
 

Visit to the Scrap Store in Selkirk 

Four of us went on this worthwhile trip! 
 We found useful, funny, beautiful and 

unusual items in this continually 
inspirational place for our creative 

minds! 

 Indigo Dyeing Day  

Debbie brought an indigo dyeing kit that kept us 
going for the morning. We had great fun looking at 
the transformation of wool of various colours and 

textures, silk and much more, into wonderful 
variations of blues. It was inspiring and magical… 

 

Preston Grange Museum 

Despite initial panic that we were double booked with 
hoards of school children, this proved to be a lovely 

relaxing outing – as ever, with lots of us able to 
participate. Thanks to Isabella for the organisation and 

Preston Grange for their super coffee. 

 

 
 

 
Visit to Dirleton Gallery 

How nice to spin and chat, look around at lovely art and craft work, have coffee or lunch in this 
delightfully refreshed gallery. Our ‘host’ for the day, Cathy, made us feel very welcome and it was lovely 

to see how well she looked in her new environment!  
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Visit to Moondance Wools and Wool Fish at St Abbs 

We had a lovely day of perfect weather for this outing. We 
oohed and aahed at Margie’s and, as usual, everyone found 

something they must buy. 
The visitor centre at St Abbs was the perfect spot for a 

picnic before spending yet more at Woolfish. 

 A bender for Ellen  

Great achievements in a communal 
effort under Debbie’s instructions; 
Ellen will now be able to enjoy a 
large bender ideal for a solitary 

experience or to share with friends! 
 
 

Craft stall at Haddington Festival 

A great success day as we ended up on stage! Our 
stall was loaded with lovely items made from the 
members who were able to come along and bring 

some stuff. A few got sold and many admired. 
Anyone interested to repeat the experience? 

Please let Alexandra know! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We even breached public 
conventions by stepping 
into the fountain on Court 
Street (thanks to Iona 
who dared!). Not quite 
sure what happened to 
all the little knits, but the 
statue in the fountain still 
proudly holds her graffiti 
handbag, blowing in the 
wind 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Graffiti Knitting Experience 

Haddington Corn Exchange entrance never 
looked so beautifully attractive with little hats 
and scarves made to decorate the railings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Membe r s ’  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  
 
A trip to Woolfest   By Sheila 

Easy, although lengthy, drive south via motorway on a very hot day! Came back via Samye Ling 
Buddhist Centre and narrow forestry roads over the Borders Hills in heavy mist - absolutely spiritual, 
but glad to find Innerleithen! 

Woolfest itself was easy to find, overwhelming in its colour and variety and the Ewes' milk ice cream 
very welcome.  Bought little but many, many, many contacts and lots of inspiration.... incredible 
felting and other innovative fabrics... found a wheel similar to my 200 year-old one... came back with 
dye plants I didn't have before (the allotment committee are convinced they are weeds.) 
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A summer in Scotland  By Irene 

It is the 23rd July.  We are just back from our hols! Achintraid is a long way from anywhere!  We 
were very brave and made the trip over to Applecross via 'the Pass of the Cattle', which the locals 
use all the time.  Four hair-pin bends to negotiate at the top!!!!!  A day trip to Skye found the Magic 
Spinner. I was allowed to wallow in all the wonderful woolly and felty things!!!!!  

Taking part in the 3-Harbours seems a while back but it was only the beginning of June. Our 
exhibition was greatly appreciated and very, very busy. Erica and her librarians are very good to 
us! I think we are allowed to go back next year. The library buzzed all week. Kate Edmonds took a 
felt workshop and Ros a silk painting one, whilst Sally Collins was reading. There was belly dancing 
too! I demonstrated on my spinning wheel but not sure if I managed to get any new recruits, 
Isabella. Two new ladies have joined Fibretrix, our textile group, so now there are nine of us!  We 
are all doing little Art books for next year. Mine is 'all things black and white'. So watch this space! 
(View photos of the 3-Harbours Festival at: http://www.flickr.com/photos/threeharboursartsfestival) 

June also brought the Highland show for Joan and I.  Two very sociable days for me: Thursday 
afternoon was spent sitting on tractors with Alistair, my sister’s grandson! The Handcrafts Section is 
now run by the SWRI (Scottish Rural Women’s Institute).  The spinning sections were very poor.  
Definitely scope for us there, ladies. June also brought baby 'Irene' the lamb. I had a severe panic 
one morning here at Hoprig! She had arrived over-night. Joan thankfully came and whisked mum 
and baby away and took them home. Don't think I could have been a mid-wife! I am sure she is 
going to be a 'showstopper' one day! 

Back to 'old clothes and porridge' now with the harvest looming.  Will dust off the spinning wheel for 
September! Probably will have itchy fingers before then. Must wash the fleece that has been at my 
back-door for the last year!!!!! 

 

Membe r s ’  N ew s  
 
Obituary 

Sadly, we would like to announce the sudden death of Freda Heaphy. Freda joined us last summer 
and was intending to return to the group this autumn, once back from visiting New Zealand. She 
died after a short illness at the Western general Hospital on the 25th April. Freda was flown back 
from New Zealand for emergency treatment, but unfortunately, she developed complications. She 
had an enormous interest in a wide range of crafts and her enthusiasm was much appreciated in 
our group. Debbie knew her from years ago and will miss having her with us. Freda’s husband and 
family said what a special person she was and our thoughts are with them at this difficult time. 
 
A gallery to enjoy 

Our member Cathy Cairns has recently taken over the Dirleton Coffee Shop and Gallery. 
Congratulations! We wish her every success and will certainly be back at the gallery before long. 
 
 

L i n k s  
 
Poldrate Arts and Crafts Centre www.pacc.org.uk 

Dirleton Gallery Cathy Cairns, Manse Road, Dirleton www.dirletongallery.co.uk 

Moondancewools Margie Robinson, Springhill Farm, Coldingham www.moondancewools.com 

Woolfest Provisional dates for next year: 25-26/06/2010 www.woolfest.co.uk 

3-Harbours Festival Art in unusual places www.3harbours.com 

 

http://service.gmx.net/de/cgi/derefer?TYPE=3&DEST=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Fthreeharboursartsfestival
http://www.pacc.org.uk/
http://www.dirletongallery.co.uk/
http://www.moondancewools.com/
http://www.woolfest.co.uk/
http://www.3harbours.com/
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Da t e s  f o r  y o u r  d i a r y  
 
Sat 22nd Aug. South of Scotland Guilds Joint Meeting at Broughton Village Hall 10am – 4pm 

Sat 26th Sept. Clan Scott Society Gathering, Bowhill, near Selkirk. Bring your spinning wheel 
to demonstrate and your hand spun / hand knitted or felted goods  to sell in 
the tented village. Interested? Please let Debbie know by mid-September 

Tue 29th Sept. Autumn term starts. Place and time as usual (10am – 12pm, Poldrate Mill) 

Knitting Saturdays in Pentcaitland Carrige House 10am – 4pm. Bring your knitting, spinning 
wheel, embroidery or quilting project, or anything you like, as wells as a 
packed lunch (there are facilities to make tea and coffee and to heat up food). 
The £ 20 rent is divided between the participants. Next dates are:  
19th Sept., 17th Oct., 14th Nov. and 12th Dec. 

 

Up c om i n g  e v e n t s  a n d  e xh i b i t i o n s  
 
22nd Aug. – 6th Sept. Curiouser & Curiouser, event organised by Dunbar Arts Hub on 85 High St. 

Note the opening event on Sat. 22nd: Great Scots come home to the Mad 
Hatter Tea Party with performance and knitted cakes, and the Wooly Thinking 
Day on Sat. 29th with demonstrations of spinning, knitting and weaving. For 
more information or to participate, email Sue at: susie.goodwin@gwd.biz 

Sat. 29th Aug. Portobello August Craft Fair, Townhall, 10am  to 4pm 

Sat. 12th Sept. Haddington Community Council Craft & Gift Fair, 10am to 4pm 

18th Aug. – 6th Oct. Green-Design ED, Tweedale Museum and Gallery, Peebles  
Exploratory exhibition of recycled material by 11 members of a group of 
Scottish Applied Artists working in glass, ceramic, metalwork, paper and 
textiles. More at: http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/events/20175.html 

 
 

C r e a t i v e  i d e a s :  t h e  A r t  o f  K n i t  G r a f f i t i  
 
Knit Graffiti, also called Graffiti Knitting, Yarn Bombing, Knit Tagging or Guerrilla Knitting, is about 
decorating public features with colourful ‘woollen tags’ and is thought to have originated in Texas. 
This is a form of art and expression that is truly community based, as it is out in the streets, for 
everyone to enjoy freely and anyone can participate. It In the UK, ‘graffiti artists’ and projects are 
quickly spreading out. London, Manchester and Liverpool in particular have already been targeted, 
as well as Haddington (see above!). 

Possibly the first book about Knit Graffiti (the only one we 
found, anyway!) is to be released in November 2009: Yarn 
Bombing, the art of crochet and knit graffiti by Mandy 
Moore and Leanne Prain, published by Arsenal Pulp Press 
(Vancouver, Canada). 

In Scotland, Stitches on the Bridge project aims to cover 
in knitting the Skye bridge, which links the Isle of Skye with 
the mainland in the West Highlands. This grand project is 
run by Luib na Lùban, a textile art group in Skye and 
Lochalsh. Forming part of the Homecoming 2009 

celebrations, this project invites Scots, ex-pats, 
Scotophiles and anybody, to contribute by knitting large 
panels. These will be assembled and set up on the bridge from the 22nd to the 26th October. 
Individual items will then be sold to raise money for charity. If you want to contribute, details about 
the project and size requirements can be found at: http://www.stitchesonthebridge.co.uk 

Is this a form of yarn bombing?! 

https://service.gmx.net/de/cgi/g.fcgi/mail/new?CUSTOMERNO=9094243&t=fr591000068.1249146547.f4f79983&to=susie.goodwin%40gwd.biz
http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/events/20175.html
http://www.stitchesonthebridge.co.uk/

